What’s in a Name?
Funny Sea Creatures
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Overview: Students draw pictures of how they imagine marine animals will look
based on the animals’ names. Then they research the animals, draw the way they
really look, and explain how the animals got their names.

Materials
* “What’s in a Name List” template

* “What’s in a Name” template
* Print or electronic resources on ocean animals

Directions

Post or project the “What’s in a Name List,” or give students copies. Review
the list and assign or let students choose an animal.

Give students a copy of the “What’s in a Name” template and have them

draw, without researching, pictures of how they imagine their animals would

look. Before moving on, you may want students to share their drawings with

the class, keeping the name of the animals hidden so classmates can guess the ¢
animal or invent their own names.




Directions (continued)
3. Next, have students research their animals and draw pictures of how they

really look.

4. Have students share their animal research and drawings. Ask them to
tell how the animals got their names. Do students think the names are
appropriate! Do they have better names for the animals?

Stationery Studio Extensions
+ Ask students how the characteristics from which the animals got their
names are important to their defense or survival.

« Many creature names are based on their shapes. Have students classify fish
by shape and tell how their shapes are related to locomotion.




